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Project Leadership

• Lead agency:
• US Dept of the Air Force

• Cooperating agencies:
• Federal Aviation Administration

• Contractor: Leidos, Albuquerque, NM
• Public comments due date: August 23, 2021
• DEIS on the web: 

https://www.mountainhomeafbairspaceeis.com/announcements.aspx

https://www.mountainhomeafbairspaceeis.com/announcements.aspx


Project Location
• Mountain Home Air Force Base Special Use Airspace or SUA (ID, OR, NV)

• Counties: Elmore, Owyhee, and Twin Falls in ID; Elko and Humboldt in NV; and Malheur in OR

• Six Military Operation Areas: Paradise North/South; Owyhee North/South; and Jarbidge 
North/South

• Reservations/Tribes:

• Duck Valley Indian Reservation, ID

• Burns Paiute, OR

• Fort McDermitt Indian Reservation, NV

• Land Managers under SUA: BLM; BIA; USFS; BOR; DoD; DOE; ID; OR; other 

• Region is remote, natural, and undeveloped land of the Great Basin Desert with uses dominated 
by cattle grazing, mining, outdoor recreation, and hunting

• Presence of federally and state protected species (ESAs, Threatened, other) 





Proposed action, alternatives
• DAF needs to provide realistic training airspace for readiness in countering and defeating advanced air 

and ground threats

• DAF will adjust SUA to allow sub-/super-sonic low-altitudes aircraft training 

• Impacts analysis evaluates 5 action alternatives  and a no action

• No action: operational floors at 100 ft., 3,000 ft., and 10,000 ft. AGL

• Alt 1 – 3 (subsonic): operational floors at 100, 300, 500 ft. AGL, respectively

(2% annual sorties increase: nighttime = 2072; daytime =13,784)

• Alt A-B (supersonic): operational floors at 5,000 and 10,000 ft. AGL, respectively

(2% annual events increase): 29,299 under A and 24873 under B

• Alt 1-3 can be combined with Alt A and B

• Chaff/flares are used to obscure aircrafts from radar view and avoid detection

• No Preferred Alternative





Focused resource analysis 



Potential impacts

• EPA identifies 55 dB DNL 
threshold for protecting  human 
health/welfare

• 65 dB DNL is commonly used 
threshold. US Army Public 
Health recommends 57-62 for 
noise sensitive land uses

• FAA recommends reporting 
noise changes of 3 dB DNL or 
more for 60-65 dB DNLs levels; 
and 5 dB changes for 45-60. 

• DNL/Ldnmr is the metric used in 
DEIS as it reflects aircraft 
operations. DNL due to FAA 
approval.







EJ impacts

Potential for disproportionately high and adverse impacts to minority and low-income 
populations in Humboldt County, Nevada, including portions of the Fort McDermitt Indian 
Reservation, due to noise under the alternatives. 



Other impacts
• Land use (including wilderness)

• All alternatives would result in high impacts on remote settlements and 
isolated homesteads

• Biological Resources:

• Noise levels, bird-aircraft strikes, startle effects, other physiological effects, 
use of chaff and flares

• Sage grouse

• Cultural resources – Lower altitude subsonic/supersonic flights would have adverse 
impacts to resources near Fort McDermitt Reservation



Questions/discussion


	Airspace Optimization for Readiness at Mountain Home Air Force Base
	NEPA Review Team�
	Topics to cover
	Project Leadership
	Project Location
	Slide Number 6
	Proposed action, alternatives
	Slide Number 8
	Focused resource analysis 
	Potential impacts
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	EJ impacts
	Other impacts
	Questions/discussion

